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The Mikasa. -

The Mikasa, cne of the great ships
of the world, has been destroyed; and
with her, six hundred of the finest
fighting men the world has ever seen.
This calamity is a loss not only to
Japan, but to humanity at large.

The world, which has applauded
the magnificent bravery and splendid
seamanship of the Japanese, condoles
with them in this disaster.

Unheeded Lessons.

Washington has, within the last
few years, had some rather severe
lessons in the dangers of overcon-
fidence in busihess matters. Not to
go too far back, within the past year
the broad phylacteries have been torn
from one of our most prominent,
most respected, most trusted business
men; the disclosure has been a shock
to all of us—to scme it meant finan-
cial ruin.

But have we learned the lesson of
that stupendous failure? Have we the
courage today to demand full in-
formation of those with whom we
deal? Have our business men and
trustees the manliness not omly to
invite investigation by those entitled
to know their methods, but to go be-
yond words and actually make full
and fair reports of their dealings?

The insurance investigation in New
York makes plain the fact that large
sums of trust money are there put
into blind pools by fiduciary officers
and no questions asked, because, for-
sooih, the asker of questions thereby
makes himself unpopular!

When we went to school lessons
that were forgotten or unheeded had
to be learned over again. Isn’t it
about time that our honest business
men lead the reform by establishing
the practice of making full disclosure
to those who trust them?

Editorials.

This paper has received a request
from a bright young man for “infor-
maticn concerning the style most
desirable in an editorial writer,” and
“what course of reading should be
pursued preparatory to entering jour-
nalism as a profession?”’ He adds a
little of what Sam Siick used to call
“sorft sawder,” and concludes as fol-
lows:

What I need most is practical advice.
Unfortunately I am not acquainted with
any professional journalist.

The compliment implied by our cor-
respondent is gratefully received and
we will endeavor to show appreciation
by #nswering him as best we can.

To begin with, “professional jour-
nalist” is a byword and a matter of
scorn in the newspaper world, and we
advise our young friend to ecall the
police if he ever meets one. Every-
day newspaper men, reporters, and
editors, however, are comparatively
harmless individuals and not over-
difficult to approach. Practical ad-
vice is truly what our correspondent
needs, and that he can get onlv by
going to work in some office where
they will permit him to improve his
style by copying the marriage licenses
and noting the weather reports from
day to day. By the time he can put
as much fire into a story of a dog
run over by a brewery wagon as An-
thony put into his funeral oration it
will be in order for the city editor m;
cast his cold eyve upon him and pass |
him on to the editorial writers’ room.

Possibly editorial writers have bheen
built to order; there may even be
some such now grinding out polished
hardwood columns of Colonial, space- |
filling design. We have long sus-|

{ may rival Joseph Addison as an edi-

| tience to

nance couched in the following terms:

you are thinking about. If he will
add to these high morality, broad
training, and acute observation he

torial writer.

Undoubtedly our correspondent has
high aspirations; if he has the pa-
do hard work, if he can
stand the truth when the glamour that
youth throws over the world has pass-
ed away, he may, like Addison and
Hay, become more than an editorial
writer.

We cannot close without quoting;
from Addison’'s paper concerning
short writings, or editorials, as con-
trasted with larger works. In the
124th issue of the Spectator he says:

A man who publishes his works in a
volume, has an infinite advantage over
one who communicates his writings to
the world in loose tracts and single
pleces. We do not expect to meet with
any thing in a bulky volume, till after
some heavy preamble, and several words
of course, to prepare the reader for
what follows; nay, authors have estab-
lished it as a kind of rule, that a man
ought to be dull sometimes; as the
most severe reader makes allowances
for many rests and nodding places in a
voluminous writer, This gave occasion
to the famous Greek proverb which I
have chosen for my motto, That a great
book is a great evil

On the contrary, those who publish
their thoughts in distinct sheets, and as
it wsre by plece-meal, have none of
these advantages. We must immediate-
1y fall into our subject, and treat every

o

cf it in a lively manner, or our
papers are thrown by as dull and in-
sipld; our matter must lie close togeth-
er, and either be wholly new in itseilf,
or in the turn it receives from cur ex-
pressions. Were the books of our best
authors thus to be retailed to the public,
and every page submitted to the taste
of forty or fifty thousand readers, I am
afraid we should complain of many flat
vxp»rossinns. trivial observations, beaten
topics, and common thoughts, which go
off very well in the lump. At the same
time, notwithstanding some papers may
be made up of broken hints and irreg-
ular sketches, it is often expected that
every sheet should be a kind of
treatise, and make out in thought what
it wants in bulk; that a point of humour
shouid be worked up in all its parts;
and a subject touched upon in its most

essential articles, without the repeti-
tions, tautologies, and enlargements

that are indulged to longer labours_ The
ordinary writers of morality presecribe to
their readers after the Galenic way:
their medicines are made up In large
quantities. An essay writer must prac-
tise in the chemical method, and give
the virtue of a full draught In a few
drnps. Were all books reduced thus to
their quintessence, many a bulky author
would make his a arance in a penny
paper; there wou be scarce such a
thing in nature as a folio; the works of
an age would be contained on a few
shelves; not to mention millions of

volumes that would be utterly annihi-
lated.

Houston and Goo-Goo Eges

The liberiy of flirtation has been
abridged by the city fathers of Hous-
ton, Tex. They have passed an ordi-

Section 1.—That hereafter any male
person in the city of Houston who shail
sts}lrv) at, or make what Is commonly
€olsa  'g00-g00”" eyes ai, or in anv
other manner look at or make remarks
to or concerning, or cough or whistle at,
or do any other act to attract the at-
tention of any female person upon the
streets of Houston, with the intent or
in a manner calculated to annoy, or to
attempt to flirt with any such female
person, shall be deemed guiity of a mis-
demeanor, and upon conviction thereo?
in the corporation court be fined any
sum not to exceed $100. i

That is the first section of the law:
what its other provisions may be has
been mercifully hidden from us. But
€nough is shown to indicate the stern
temper of those rigid Texan moralists.

The Houston solons will be indors-
ed by all right-thinking people, men
and women, for their condemnation
of staring, or making “gc0-goo” eyes,
or coughing, or whistling at female
persons on the street. Staring is bad
manners, making “goo-goos” is lack
of sense, and as for coughing or
whistling at female persons, that
must be a local development peculiar
tc Iouston. Certainly other cities of
the Socuth know nothing of flirtation
by coughs.

But our admiration for this law is
tempered by the reflection that it is
unfair, in that it applies only to male

flirts, and not only forbids males ml:
make “go0-goo” eyes at “any female |
person,” but adds, “or in any orhvr{
manner look at” such female person l
Now, if the “female persons” of Hous- |

ton are as lovely and attractive as we |

have been led to believe, there will hei
much trouble in enforcing this law. |
Indeed, the law is doomed to an early|
demise, and there is no need to rmzr!
that the youth of Houston will pass!
the fair beauties of that town wirhi
averted eyes.

Are we 10 understand that hereafter
in the city of Houston all the flirting

will, by order of the council, be done | .

by the said female persons?
to believe that in the free city nfl
Houston the ladies only are to have|

|

Are we | !

pected the possibility of such a thing, | full liberty to make “goo-goos,” or to |

but personally we know nothing of | whistle, stare, and cough at the other |

the matter and cannot even guess| sex? Perish the thought and amend |
what course of reading was followed ! the law. If there is an F i
to that end. Houston the youth of that

Our observation is that every man | still regard the charms of the ladies, |
is an editorial writer. The South Sea
Islander who comments to his family

street in

“or in any cther manner look at” the

same. |
on the failure of the cocoanut crop —
and the extraordinary rum of mis-| ¢ """: ;-" % ’
sionaries, deducing therefrom the ';f“”:."?':.:':‘mr,!',',;r\‘v F senctios |

kindness of his god in increasing the
meat supply just when vegetarianism

withstanding all the beautiful

1 he

stic adqavice

has

an editorial writer of a very respected | svmpathy with the ne
sort. Then there is the very careful | faction over the published peace te
and precise person who is so dread-| RBrevity is the soul of wit =t

fully afraid of making a mistake that|

tent is the soul of Witte {
he never makes a pcsitive statement PR e

Neptune makes Witte

If ough up
of any kind—even our young friend than Komura aid it will b
must have met that type of man; he, the old god Is such a howling|

be- |
i

s highly regarded and in great de- |
mand among the very staid and over-
respectable papers. His editorials |
may be recognized by the free use of
the words “however,” “nevertheless,”
“notwithstanding,” “to resume,” ete.

We would like to give our young

IF HE HAD A-KNOWED.
A young man in Meade went t«
ynic last week without asking his
| girl” to go along. She protested
wrote her this lay:
If I had a-knowed you'd
A-wanted to went,

I'd a sure come and took you,
friend more heip, but must content You bet vour last cent
ourselves with adding that the main| XNot to be outdone the girl replied in |
things in newspaper work are the| rh) me also l,"‘z* 1,4:.»- - »..,.‘,“. |
main things of life—clear thinking| ff, lad a-thunic ghats !
and sufficient familiarity with lan-] \11’;:) i'l;‘.‘k.l’!il';,l_(‘)‘llll”ll:‘nl:_m.

guage to let others knmow just what] ~Kansas City Stew

city will | ;

ROOSEVELTS WILL
HASTEN SEASON

Their Early Return of In-
terest to Society.

ANTE-OFFICIAL AFFAIRS

A S |

President’s Wife Expected to Enteffain !
Before the Beginning of Actual
Social Season.

President Roosevelt’'s announcement
that he would return to Waskington
September 30 will have tRe effect of

bringing society people back to Wash-
ington sooner than would otherwise be
the case, for it is said that Mrs. Roose-
velt, having become convinced of the
fickleness of spring weather at the
Capital, will devote some of her time
before the real official season opens to
receiving and entertaining friends at
small teas, or perhaps musicales.

Society was rained out at Newport
vesterday, and both the dog show and|
flower show, which were held at the |
Casino, had but few visitors. The ele- |
ments seem set against Newport's
shows this year, for it will be remem-
bered that the horse show opened there
last week in a dren

Baron and Baroness Van Tuyll were |
hosts ~~ a dinner party at .\'-"vavrl!
last evening. The diplomats are, most |
of them, preparing to leave Newport, |
and the event of last evening will close |
the brilliant season of the Van Tuylls, |

who have so ably represented the Neth- |
erlands in the society of this country. |
They leave Newport Friday and will |
visit Hollard before coming to Wash- |
ington. |

Viscount de Chambrun, who has been |
one of the most popuiar men of the

resort thiz summer, s closed his sea-
son and reached Washington today. He
will make his home at Stoneleigh Court
for the present.

four years old, a founder of S

of the Chapin Home for the Aged, in
New York, and whose philanthropy in
the early seventies made such 1

figure as Helen Gould is to day, is dead
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Kath-
arine Morse, of New Rochelle. Possessed
once of a princely fort died |
comparatively poor. It w her money
that made it possible for Emma Abbott

she

the great singer, to have her voice
trained by the European masters.

Mrs. Benjamin Butterworth and Dr.
and Mrs. 8. O, Richey are spending Sep-
tember in Atlantic City.

Miss Myrtle Gibson and William P.
Thor were married Iist evening at
the home of the bride's mother, 504
East Capitol street, in the presence of
friends of the young people. The Rev,

E. B. Bagby, of the Ninth Street Chris-
tian Church, officiated. Bride 1
groom were attended by Miss la
Gibson and George L. Thom, sister and

brother, respectively, of the bride and
groom.

Mr. Thom is an expert draftsman
the navy yvard, and like the Dbride

a large number of friends in W
ington. Mr. and Mrs. Thom will 1
their future home at 18 Ninth st

southeast.

W. A. Thomas and Miss Florencs
liott, both of Petersburg, Va., we
married in this city last evening,

the presence of a large party of f:r
I

who accompanied them to the Capi

The Rev. E. B. Bagby officiated
General Lord and Lady Chevles
ended a month's stay in Amer

terday afternoon and sailed for

on the Kaiser Wilhelm. Before
ture they took luncheon at Sherry
Lady Cheylesmore's sister and m
Mrs. Alfred G. Vanderbilt an
“rancis Ormond French Mi
| Smith was likewise of the party i i
Brown are at Haddon ||

Justice and Mrs '
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tic City for a short outing
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MISS SPIGHT,
Daughter of Representative and Mrs. Thomas Spight, of Mississippi, Who Will
Figure Prominently in Scciety This Winter.

ITALIAN AMBASSADOR
IS HELD TO HIS POST

Critical Condition of Countrymen in Yellow Fever Dis-
trict Compels His Remaining in Washington—Will
Join the Baroness Soon.

the TItal-
diplomat

their

*ast

tlewood
street

home, 102 Tweifth
near Lincoln Park.

Baron Mayor des Planches,
ian ambassador, is the only
with this rank now in Washington, nav-

n

Prof. E. R. Hart has returned to the
ing been called here and kept here for| .ity aft isit in the mountains in
the past three weeks by the eritical con- | West 'V

ditions surrounding his countrymen L

Conhencious,

{
-

L o |- Mw of 599 P street
the vellow fever districts of New Or- | th wccompanied by her daugh-
leans. He has as company at the em- and son, Max, has gone for
bassy Signor Centaro and Prof. .-\n-! led tour to New York city and
tonio Ravaioli, commercial delegate. |

They spend their spare time in driving |

appelear, of 43 Fifth

N avie?Wil? Dominate

Warfare of the Future

An Authority on Naval Matters Shows How
Well the United States Is Situated as
Compared to Other Nations.

NEW YORK, Sept. 13.~That the peace
of Portsmouth has accentuated the po-
sition ¢ *he United States as a world's
power can~ot be gainsald. It is equally
certain that in the future wars the
navy is to play the same dominant
power it did in the Russo-Japanese war.
Hence, 1 copyrighted article by the Rt.
Hon. James Bryce, M. P., a recognized
authority on naval matters in the cur-
rent number <f the Independent, to be
published tomorrow and of which The
Washington Times has secured advance
proofs, on the growth of navies, is time-
ly and interesting. He says:

“The gquestion of the malintenance of
great navies hos become a serious one
within the last few years, qulte as
serfous as the growth of vast standing
armies had become in 1880. The rivalry
of the chief European states in appro-
priating to themselves territories beyond
the seas which could be held only by a
navy, coupled with the immense develop-
ment of trans-marine commerce, has
made fleets fully as important as armies.

Naval Expenditure.

“There is no better way of marking
the change that has come upon the
navies of the world than by recalling
the figures of naval expenditure. In
1880 Great Britain spent on her navy
ten and a half millions. In 1880 the sum
had risen to seventeen millions. In 1905
it was about forty milllon pounds
(reckoning all forms of charge for naval
defense). This is the greatest increase.
But Jet us take some other countries.
In 18 France expended on her navy
about eight millions; in 1903, twelve
millions.

“In 1820 Germany spent £3,400,600; in
1363, over £10,000000. In 1890 Russia
spent £4200000; in 198, over <£12-
000,000. Finally, the TUnited States,
which in 1880 spent £4,600,000, spent in
1503 nearly £17,000,000.

“What are the results which may te
supposed to urge the powers whose
rising expendtiture has been referred
to, to think that their interests require
such vast additions to their naval
strength?

““The considerations which mop::fly
are obvious. She is more ex to
attack by sea than is any other great
country on the European continent,
having an exceptionally long coast line
and two great islands.

Germany and France.

“Anxiety is from time to time felt as
to the relations between Germany and
France. Two powers =0 placed are un- |
der a temptation to go on bullding ships
against one another. But where two
states are conterminous by land the
issue of a struggle between them is not
likely to be determined at sea. In-
ferfority at sea inflicts much incon-)}
venience on the country which main-|
tains the weaker fleet, yet it is not a!
decisive factor.

“As respects England, neither Ger-
many nor France appears to contem-
plate ~he prodigious expenditure that
would be needed to bring the fleet of
either up to a level with the British,

nor is there any probability that these

two countries would unite against Eng-
land. lLet it be observed in passing that
the idea of a rupture beiween Germany
and England, an idea dwelt upon by
foolish hoi-heads in both countries, ap-
pears absurd to any one who credits
the statesmen or the public opinion of
these countries with common sense.

“What couid either England or Gere
many gain by a war? Of Russia nothe
ing need be said. Her navy has for the
present vanished. Her future naval
policy, with revolution seething all over
the empire, is outside the sphere of pre-
diction, one might almost say of com=
Jecture.

““Great Britain, far ahead of all other
countries in the sums she devotes to her
navy. has no doubt far stronger reasons
than any other for impesing on herself
a burden which is now four times as
heavy as it was in 1880. She has im-
mense territories beyond the oceans
willch she mmust defend. She maintains
a comparatively small home army, and
muat, therefore, trust for her defense
agaiast invasion te her fleet. Bhe is
bouna to protect her self-governing colo-
nes, none of which (except Australia to
A very small extent) maintain vessels
of war. She has an immense mercantile
marine. She depends for her food supply
on imports brought for the most part
from a great distance. In these faets
there is ample justification for the main-
tenance of a navy strong enough to pre-
vent any invasion and to protect her
commerce, so far as it is possible for
fleets to protect merchant vessels trad-
ing all over the world.

United States Is Safe.

“The Urited States occuples the whole
widthk of a continent, has an abundanca
of food at h . a para<
tively small mercantile marine. The
United States does not need a navy as
a defense against invasion, for no in-
vasifon could hope to succeed. America
1s practically unassailable.

“If her enemy were able to blockade
her coasts, she would doubtless suffeg
by the temporary interruption of come
merce. But her home market is far
more important than her foreign mar-
ket, and she has a2t home almost every-
thing that she needs.

“Who could attack her with any prose
pect of ultimate success? Americans
themselves do not seem to realize the
full strength of their strategical posie
tion, nor how true it is that in a naval
war vietory must ultimately go to the
nation which commands the largest re-
sources. Even assuming courage and
science to be equal, the wer which
ecan raise revenme most easily and quick-
ly is certain to prevail, and to such a
power tha monetary loss of control of
a part of the sea or of an island would
be a matter of small consequence, be-
canse being sure to come out winner in
the end, she would recover everything.

“Jt is sometimes argued that America
needs a great navy in order to expand
her foreign trade and become a great
exporting country. The connection of
these things is not obvious. She is al-
ready an immense exporter of her nat-
ural products and she can become an
immense experter of manufactured
goods, also, whenever she pleases. This
object will be most directly attained, not
bv snending more on unreproauctive
purpases in qguadrupiing her navy, but
by lowering the present protective tariff.

“If America desires to have a gigantic
navy she has both the right and the
means to indulge her desire.  The gues-
tion that occurs to Europeans, who re-
gret the sums they find themselves led
on to spend is, rather this:

“Does America need a gigantic navy?”
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